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Arthur Rimbaud 

To a Reason 

(translated by Louise Varese) 
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2014 Roanoke Marginal Arts Festival 
Cut-Up/Permutation Poem 





For William Burroughs 











you will need: 





1) 5 copies of The Roanoke Times 
2) 5 readers 


instructions: 


Version A: 

1) divide the front page into 5 sections 

2) assign a different section to each of the 5 readers 
3) read simultaneously 





Version B: 


read some, or all, of the front page as a round 


Version C: 

1) divide the front page into 5 columns 

2) assign a different column to each of the 5 readers 
3) read simultaneously, from bottom to top 








William Burroughs 

The Ticket That Exploded (1962) 

“Great sheets of magnetized print held color and disintegrated in 
cold mineral silence as word dust falls from demagnetized 























patterns—Photomontage fragments backed with iron stuck to patterns 
and fell in swirls mixing with color dust to form new patterns, 
shimmering, falling, magnetized, demagnetized to the flicker of blue 
cylinders pulsing neon tubes and globes” 
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Nova Express (1964) 





“The Subliminal Kid”moved in and took over bars cafés and juke boxes 
of the world cities and installed radio transmitters and microphones 
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Don't let them "copyright is a bad idea" 
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Feb 26 (3 days 
ago) 
Jim Leftwich jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


download this for the radio!! 


http://sonofexileonmoanstreet.blogspot.com/2010/01/best-of-william-burroughs-1998.html 


more burroughs 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/burroughs.htm! 


Feb 28 (1 day 
ago) 
Jim Leftwich jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


from ubu web 


sound poetry 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/question.html 


kathy acker 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/acker.html 


joe brainard 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/brainard.html 


bob cobbing 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/cobbing.html 


dial-a-poem poets 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/gps.html 


experiments in disintegrating language 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/konkrete.html 


fluxus 

http://Awww.ubu.com/sound/fluxus.html 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/fluxus_anthology_2006.html 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/flux_tellus.html 


fylkingen sound festival 


http://www.ubu.com/sound/fylkingen.htm| 


lily greenham 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/greenham.html 


elena guro 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/guro.html 


brion gysin 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/qysin.html 


hanatarash 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/hanatarash.htm! 


inuit vocal games 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/inuit.htm! 


ferdinand driwet 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/kriwet.html 


arthur kroker 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/kroker.html 


lautpoesie anthology 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/lautpoesie.html 


artists soundworks 
(including mail art dada skank) 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/live_to_air.html 


angus maclise 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/maclise.html 


taylor mead motorcycles 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/mead.html 


meredith monk 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/monk.html 


bp nichol 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/nichol. html! 


noigandres verbi voco visual 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/noigandres.htm! 


oral complex 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/oralcomplex.html 


past eroticism - canadian sound poetry 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/eroticism.html 


kenneth patchen jazz 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/patchen. html 


the poetics (mike kelley and tony oursler) 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/poetics.html 


ilse garnier/pierre garnier seiichi niikuni 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/spatial. html 


sound poetry 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/poesia_sonora.html 


sound poetry 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/poesie_sonore_internationale. html 


bern porter 
the last acts of saint fuck you 


http://www.ubu.com/sound/porter. html 


mimmo rotella 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/rotella. html 


olga rozanova 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/rozanova.html 


aleksei krechenykh 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/krucenych.html 


russian futurism 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/russian_futurists.html 


aram saroyan 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/saroyan.htm 


jack smith 


earthquake orgy 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/smith_j.html 


anne tardos / jackson maclow 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/tardos.html 


tellus 7 
the word 


http://www.ubu.com/sound/tellus_7.html 


text/sound 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/text-sound.html 


nico vassilakis 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/nico. html 


anne waldman 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/waldman.html 


lawrence weiner 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/weiner.htm! 


PUATVERTVUALUURTULUAUUUATEGALUUARUUORUCUATUGALCOALUCORLCOAUEGAEGALUUAA CCGA UUEAT LL 
can you get sound from you tube? 
Maria Sabina 


Mushroom Ceremony Of the Mazatec Indians Of Mexico 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F 1H4gdfxOKE 


Jim Leftwich jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


remember, i have disks upon disks as well 
no lack of sounds, that's for sure 


Feb 28 (1 day 
ago) 


john bennett 
pod king 


http://modisti.com/news/?p=19463 


DDAA 


http://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2011/06/ddaa.html 
http://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2007/05/cassette_cultur_1.html 


DDAA 

Karou Abe 

AMM 

etc 
http://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2006/06/whats_on_my_mic.html 


Jukka's oretouKh netlabel 
fare ogs 


https://archive.org/details/FareOgs 


matt taggart/pcrv 
https://soundcloud.com/mattaggart 


crank sturgeon 
https://soundcloud.com/user6719786 


jukka-pekka kervinen 
https://soundcloud.com/jkervinen 


jessy kendall 
http://letterfounder.bandcamp.com/album/metonymy-2 


mbuti pygmies of the ituri rainforest 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htB_LsCAgWo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3zdazJOX1nc 


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LW2lv7_2KQq 


Feb 28 (1 day 
ago) 
Jim Leftwich jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


Terence McKenna 
https://archive.org/details/PsychedeliaRawArchivesOfferenceMckennaTalks 


Starwood 94 is great 


Noam Chomsky audio archive 
http://chomsky.globl.org/ 


Hakim Bey audio 
https://archive.org/details/RadioDiscordia017T.a.z.-HakimBeyAndBillLaswell 


John Bennett 
each speech 
https://archive.or tails/Zp-55Each h 


skinless he 
https://archive.org/details/Zp-70SkinlessHe 


with Hal McGee 


http://halmcgee.bandcamp.com/ 
http://halmcgee.bandcamp.com/album/sticky-suit-with-tape 


Al Ackerman 
iam drunk 
httos://archive.or tails/|_ Am_Drunk-4 


Jim Leftwich jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


jack wright 
https://soundcloud.com/jackwright 


andrea pensado 
https://soundcloud.com/andrea-pensado 


laurie amat 
https://soundcloud.com/amatworks 


adriana de los santos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gG 34taiLKgE 


walter wright and stephanie lak 
http://kingtone.com/how-many-songs-did-you-write-today/ 


andrea pensado walter wright jack wright 
https://soundcloud.com/jackwright/pensado-wright-wright-redroom 


lloyd padgett 
field recordings 
http://www.defrecs.com/field-recordings/ 
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michael peters and if bwana 
http://freemusicarchive.org/music/If Bwana_and Michael Peters 


if bwana (al margolis) 
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%221f%2C%20Bwana%22 


alice kemp/germseed 
https ://soundcloud.com/germseed 


noumenal loom (Isabel) 
https://soundcloud.com/noumenalloom 


ted berrigan 
the sonnets 


http://www.ubu.com/sound/berrigan.htm 


henri chopin 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/chopin. html 


don cherry and terry riley 
http://www.ubu.com/sound/cherry.html 


tibetan chant 
https://soundcloud.com/nycmusic-logical-drift/tibetan-mantras-and-chants 


gnawa music from morrocco 
https://archive.org/details/GuembriMusicFromMorroccoMaalemAmamar52 
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(22 
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budddhist chants 
(thailand) 
https://archive.org/details/Buddhist.Chanting 


alcheringa ethnopoetics 


http://writing. upenn.edu/pennsound/x/Alcheringa.php 
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cricket language 


http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/walker/buzz/585a.htm 
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12:04 AM (0 
minutes ago) 


Maja Ratkje 
https://soundcloud.com/experimedia/maja-ratkje-voice-album 


Daphne Oram 
Snow (1963) 


https://soundcloud.com/janesaysarrrr/daphne-oram-snow 


Delia Derbyshire 
httos://soundcloud.com/rhamms/sets/delia-derbyshire 


during Lily Greenham truncated spoon 





cloth iron salt hypnotic accumulated 


Te 








agurds spectrogram traps geometric 








va 


feedback maim 


£ 





ruits pigs unit 
between well there own list 





a 


snowy no fail fire earshot 





persists incomplete camelot Coat eels 








apresginas extracted narrated process roots 





antelugguage Limestone Oh a few 
in 1974 disease moat segments 





turnkeys deterioration moments burst crickets 
diminisaur Colmot leaves musical compositions 





poetry London crabs Ataluheeso tempora 
usury improvised indecipherable thinking vines 











sticks toggle tr research specializing 








in 1964 treehoppers writ At 
anttts reality author relentless habits 
cite rainfall food grammar color 











layers snails decisiprocca fornt aphids, 
movement air conditioning theater antennae 





Jaccorese lineage yams active involved 
writings larval aephox fireceremony ur 





after sound sound cicadas shellfish 
freely 1973 lingual grasses/chances 








trees Athex Ituri associations steadfast 


syllables bushes/day beware scepticism 
spins peanuts goat Athexe trumpetmail 
plants/night lannewilt weaves strange 





adulterated nuts fish shrubs/autumn 





several poets poets winged At 
ground inhhibiscus cutting, splicing yellowish 
Sip Jete beans mature melange 





legendary amaranthh or cut coil 
open technique voice twigs, branches 
Oh Ottoman concrete syllables clear 





Damage crepuscular Colmott ether seasoned 





concrete radiophonic Empire magicalopes Oh 








emerging electronic visual kinetic exoskeleton 
honey nocturnal meatta history slice 
oddities At Jaccorese translucent silhouette 














xperience menacing apart treekryget berries 








hex maim hissing explorations legumes 





hatch Nymphs arcular falling desire 














nothing hut Athex phoxxflesh waggle 
Feb 28 
(2 days 
Jim Leftwich ago) 


jimleftwich@gmail.com 


to Tomislav 


the motherlode of diy/noise from the past 6 years 


http://freemusicarchive.org/music/Classwar_Karaoke/ 


Tomislav Butkovié 


maybe we 
need to 
dig up that 
nurse with 
wound list 
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http://blog.wfmu.org/freeform/2006/01/adventures_in_t_1.html 


i downloaded all of this, blog-posts 1 - 5 


i think i have all of it on a data disk 


here is the whole list 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nurse_with Wound _list 
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voices of haiti 


http://www.ubu.com/sound/deren.html 





brou If agurds spectrogram traps 
geometric This acclaime during Lily 
Greenham truncated spoon technologies feminis 








cloth iron salt hypnotic accumulated 
five 


law enfo snowy no fail 


as 


fire earshot departure crid feedback 











maim fruits pigs unit is 
the the o between well 
there own list wellhouse 





1:15 AM (21 
hours ago) 





are onl antelugguage Limestone Oh 


a few File when war, 





gen persists incomplete camelot Coat 





eels financial within images, we 








apresginas extracted narrated process roots 
embarked 


speed of diminisaur Colmot leaves 








musical compositions video paradoxically it 
in 1974 disease moat segments 


< 


dance where fork turnkeys deterioration 








moments burst crickets Berlin 


03.03.2014 


close to virus, sticks toggle tree 
research specializing memory than, poetry London 
crabs Ataluheeso tempora unpunished students, usury 








improvised indecipherable thinking vines 








population has grunt/gremlin (groan), cite 





rainfall f 








ood grammar color from art 








salad/foam, in 1964 treehoppers writ 





At average Abulafia hash, anttts reality 





author relentless habits 





productivity/London, Jaccorese lineage yams active 
involved uneven pour state, layers snails 
decisiprocca fornt aphids, momuments in class, 
movement air conditioning theater antennae 


least lest lease, freely 1973 lingual 











grasses/chances dismantling Southern California, writings 





larval aephox fireceremony ur part-time 





limitations, after sound sound cicadas shellfish 


climate or Uroboros, spins peanuts goat 
Athexe trumpetmail farm more seven, trees 





Athex Ituri associations steadfast economy of 
thieves, syllables bushes/day beware scepticism 





ven neck self-suffic, several poets 
questior coise sovereignity adulterated nuts fish 





shrubs/autumn poets winged At local 
internat presence? plants/night lannewilt weaves 
strange 


necessity, this control, mammoth legendary amaranthh 


or cut coil prov four-inch 





hacks, ground inhhibiscus cutting, splicing yellowish 





curiously, republic, sip Jete beans mature 





melange 


realm of incapable Damage crepuscular Colmott 





ther seasoned knows very well, open 





£ a 





technique voice twigs, branches falsity o 








manifest, Oh Ottoman concrete syllables clear 





popular broth, both honey nocturnal meatta 
history slice participatio turned away concrete 








radiophonic Empire magicalopes Oh patio, two 





Sides, emerging electronic visual kinetic exoskeleton 





document instead Congress, hex maim hissing 


— 





explorations legumes quote from Integra Socii, 














oddities At Jaccorese translucent silhouette Economic 





Death-Arc, experience menacing apart treekryget 


berries 


consumerism appropriated by critics, nothing hut 
Athex phoxxflesh waggle American pontoon futures, 


vas 








hatch Nymphs arcular falling desire 





not == goo 
goo 
water-tight. 


etc out, in 
instead. 


the idea 
as -- as 
union. 


eel leek, 
beassssst 
best beak. 


pok-pin, pin, 
a haystack in the sun. 


how to husk the 
dry poem wild 
as an onion, 


monsoon. 


how to spoon 


wheelbarrowwwwwwwwww, 


correctly, 


lima beans 


peel the sorrowwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww. 


poems that trouble the heat 


bask in the bull-light, no 





catch whom th 





not -- go o catch whom th 


ye obsess 





thing, 
d. 





ye obsessed 


goo lima beans monsoon pok-pin, pin, 


water-tight as 


an onion, 


etc out, in dry poem wild 


instead bask i 








n the bull-1l 


ight, nothing, 


the idea wheelbarrowwwwwwwwww, 


as -- as peel 


the SsorrowwwwWwwwwwwwwwwwww 


union poems that trouble the heat 


eel leek, how 





to spoon how 


beassssst correctly, a hay 


beassssst corr 





ectly, a hay 


to husk the 
stack in the sun, best beak. 





stack in the 


sun, best beak not -- go o catch who 


m th ye obsessed as -- as perel the 





SOLKLKOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWw 


goo lima beans monsoon pok-pin, p 


k the water-t 











the bull-light 


ight as an o 


Ss 
ea wheelbarrowwwwwwwwww, e 
O 


in, eel leek, how to spoon how to hu 


nion, the id 


EE 
ut, in dry poem wiild union poems 





that trouble the heart instead bask in 


, nothing, beasssssst sun 





Donald Davie, on Ezra Pound, Canto 91: 
"either we suppose that our grasp on cultural order, as 





reflected in our language, is too insecure for such 








departures as this to be tolerated, let alone emulated; 
or else, we do not." (1975) 


Donald Davie, on Pound: 


"This, indeed, is what irritates so many readers and 











fascinates an elect few that the Cantos, erudite though 








as 


they are, consistently frustrate the sort of reading that 
is synonomous with 'study,' reading such as goes on in 








the seminar room or the discussion group. It is hopeless 














to go at them cannily, not moving on to line three until 





one is sure of line two. They must be taken in big gulps 
or not at all. Does this mean reading without comprehension? 


_ 


Yes, if by comprehension we mean a set of propositions 











that can be laid end to end. We are in the position of not 





knowing 'whether we have had any ideas or not.'" (1975) 


lan MacFadyen 

"In The Ticket That Exploded there’s an acknowledgement from Burroughs: “The closing 
message is by Brion Gysin.” This message takes Burroughs’ cut-up phrase “silence to say 
goodbye” from the final paragraph of the text, and re-cuts and effectively permutates it vertically 
through five lines — “To say good silence by / Good to say by silence / By silence to say good / 
good good / Bye.” The phrases are handwritten versions of the printed phrase on the opposite 
page, and these lines in English are then alternated with lines of Gysin’s calligraphy — 
suggesting the transposition of alphabetical letters into pure script, as in a phrasebook guide to 
a foreign language, except here the calligraphy, though graphically it seems to echo parts of the 
English script, cannot itself be deciphered and so cannot be spoken — it is a silent writing which 
can only be “read” in silence, dematerializing the alphabetic and removing the phonetic. The 
original phrase taken from Burroughs’ text, and Gysin’s permutations of it, literally “say goodbye’ 
— in accord with Burroughs’ preferred way of ending a book with a series of goodbyes from the 
characters, such as “Ladies and gentlemen, these our actors bid you a long last good night.” In 
Gysin’s calligraphic epilogue, the textual “goodbye” itself physically, graphically dematerializes, 
fading out, the script bidding adieu to the alphabetic / phonetic language of Burroughs’ book and 
by extension signalling an apparently terminal farewell to all referential, potentially spoken 
discourse." 
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